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Absence of secrecy guarantees purity of means, for un-
cleanliness shuns light and seeks secrecy. Open dealing makes
satyagraha a clean, open battle of defiance regardless of conse-
quences. It is a symbol of moral superiority and appeals to the
best in all concerned. It strengthens the morale of the satya-
grahi rank and file. It enhances their dignity in the eyes of the
public as well as the adversary whose mor?Je, therefore,
diminishes.

Open dealing also serves as an excellent propaganda. The
news spreads far and wide and to some extent neutralizes the
effect of subsequent censorship. Thus open dealing and
eschewing secrecy are a practical proposition also. Indeed, as
Gandhiji wrote in 1940, "No underhand or underground move-
ment can ever become a mass movement or stir millions to mass
action."36

In all his campaigns in India as well as South Africa
Gandhiji always informed the Government of his plans of cam-
paign in advance. He believed that non-violent direct action
would be morally defective if started without sufficient notice.
But never before was he so thorough-going in this respect as
in the individual civil disobedience movement of 1940-41.
Detailed information was sent to the Government several days
in advance by every satyagrahi about his contemplated civil dis-
obedience. The Congress Committees were also forbidden to
keep secret books or funds.37

Secrecy on the other hand, carries the suggestion that the
satyagrahi is afraid of the adversary and wants to escape
punishment. "Secrecy aims at building a wall of protection
round you. Ahimsa disdains all such protection. It functions in
the open and in the face of odds, the heaviest conceivable.9'38 It
also shows the satyagrahi's eagerness to achieve quick results
even by questionable means. "If once we begin doing something
underhand, even for a good cause, then many wrongs will
follow."39 Secrecy, therefore, deprives satyagraha of its dignity5

36  Gandhiji's statement dated Oct. 21, 1940.
37 H>, April 13, 1940, p. 89.
38 #., Feb. 10, 1946, p. 2.
39 Barr, p. 170.